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Wellington High School Debate I “Letter of Understanding”

*** FAX TO MR. GABA AT 561-753-9420 BY THURSDAY, JUNE 7 ***

The Wellington High School Debate and Forensic Team has an outstanding reputation for the accomplishments of its students at local, regional and national competitions. Our students are committed to upholding this reputation in the areas of forensic performance and communication. Please carefully consider the following expectations before making a decision and commitment to this program.


Some of the requirements include after-school workshops, self-practice sessions, and three “practical application credits” (which include weekend tournament competition) per semester. For tournament competitors, fundraisers help alleviate the costs of participation. The classroom curriculum includes not only the teaching of techniques in all areas of debate, but also the development of performance and research skills.


The following program expectations require full compliance of all debate students:

1. Each participating student must adhere to the Wellington Debate and Forensic Team syllabus and contract, along with School District of Palm Beach County policies. An agreement (to be signed by each student and parent) verifies acknowledgement of these rules, and will be presented to students in the classroom at the start of the school year.

2. A minimum of three “practical application credits” each semester must be earned. These include tournament competition, public speaking, and research papers.

3. Out-of-school time will be necessary in preparation of debate-related activities.

4. If participating in tournaments, donations must be turned in, in a timely fashion.

5. Students must participate in different types of debate and forensic events.

6. Teamwork is imperative in practice sessions and at tournaments. Constructive critiques of fellow team members participating in different events are expected.

7. Soliciting judges for tournaments, and volunteers to Wellington-hosted tournaments, is expected.

8. Active participation in debate activities is an integral part of the program.

9. Open communication with Coach Paul L. Gaba is imperative (personal meetings, telephone, instant message, or e-mail).

The Wellington Debate and Forensic Team syllabus and contract, which outline all rules and regulations, are available on the Wellington Debate website (www.wellingtondebate.com). When our course-selection process has been completed, a list of students will be generated, which Coach Gaba will match with these signed forms. If a form has not been turned in, your request will not be processed due to limited numbers.
Turning in this form does not guarantee admission into the Debate I class. Schedule conflicts, application numbers, course rankings, etc., may factor into the process.


The parent and student signatures below indicate your understanding of the commitments outlined for participation in the Wellington High School Debate and Forensic Team. For complete information, please feel free to visit the Wellington Debate website, or contact Coach Gaba at work or via e-mail.

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Student Name (please print neatly)



Parent Name (please print neatly)
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Student Signature / Date




Parent Signature / Date

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Student e-mail address (please print neatly)


Parent e-mail address (please print neatly)
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Home phone number




Work and/or cell phone number
Wellington Debate ( 2101 Greenview Shores Boulevard, Room 110 ( Wellington FL 33414

561-795-4911 ( 561-753-9420 fax

Paul L. Gaba, Debate Coach

gaba@wellingtondebate.com ( http://www.wellingtondebate.com
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